This sample is a template from which a verbal consent script can be developed. Please modify it as needed.  Since the presentation is verbal, the script may be somewhat shorter but should still include the required elements of consent.  The consent script should be written in simple terms understandable to the subject. Information provided in italics needs to be filled in and the italics deleted. 
SAMPLE VERBAL CONSENT SCRIPT

I am [name of investigator], from [name of institution/University] [departmental affiliation and status; if student, indicate that you are working on your thesis or dissertation ]. I am conducting a research study on [state topic of research].  The research will help me understand [state expected benefits to participants and to society from this research].  

Today you will be participating in a [individual phone interview, focus group, etc.], which should take approximately [state time needed to complete activity]. Your participation is voluntary. If you do not wish to participate, you may stop at any time. Responses will be [describe confidentiality procedures – e.g. responses will be completely anonymous; your name will not appear anywhere in the final write up; I will assign you a pseudonym, etc.]. There are minimal risks associated with this [activity]. Taking part in this [activity] is your agreement to participate.  
[If this is a group interview, the following language needs to be included: “During the group interview, I will not be able to guarantee confidentiality because we will be discussing information as a group. Therefore, if you would feel uncomfortable with any of your statements being shared with others in or outside the group, please do not share them during the process.]

If you would like a copy of this letter for your records, please let me know and I will [give you a copy now; email, mail, or fax it to you, etc.]. If you have any questions regarding the research, contact [give name, department, phone number, and department address if applicable. Include advisor name/phone if student, and identify as advisor]. If you have any questions regarding your rights as a research subject, please contact the IRB Administrator of UMKC’s Social Sciences Institutional Review Board at 816-235-1764.

NOTE: If data collection involves audiotape/videotape of activities, any verbal script must advise subjects that the activities will be audiotaped/videotaped and discuss the disposition of tapes (i.e., where stored, how long they will be kept and when they will be destroyed).

