[SAMPLE CONSENT FORM]
CONSENT TO PARTICIPATE IN A RESEARCH STUDY

Project Title:  Battered Women:  The Process of Leaving

You are being invited to participate in a research study.

Investigator
This study will be conducted by Dr. Susan Smith, a faculty member in the School of Education at the University of Missouri-Kansas City

Who will Participate
Fifteen to twenty adult women who are victims of intimate partner abuse and who are currently seeking shelter services will participate in this study.

Purpose

The purpose of this study is to learn more about the experiences of women in domestic violence relationships and their decisions to leave or stay.

Methods/Procedures

You will be completing an interview and filling out two measures and a demographic sheet which will take approximately 2 hours of your time.  The interview will be audio-taped.  You may stop the taping or ask that the tape be erased and it will be done.  Further, any materials completed remain your property.  No identifying information will be recorded on the tape.  The tape will be transcribed and the findings will include a description of the common experiences of women who are in domestic violence relationships.  The findings may be used in professional presentations or be published in professional journals;  however, your identity will be protected.
Voluntary Participation
Your participation in this research is voluntary.  You may choose to participate or to withdraw your participation at any time.
Fees and Expenses

You are not responsible for any costs or expenses associated with this study

Compensation

You will receive $20.00 to compensate you for your time to participate in this study.

Risks and Inconveniences
Although there are no known risks for participating in this study, it is possible that you could be upset by the interview questions.  You may refuse to complete the measures or refuse to answer any questions, and/or discontinue your participation at any time.  Should you experience any emotional upset triggered by the interview questions, and are interested in counseling assistance, you can request that the interviewer facilitate for you a scheduled visit with your counselor at the shelter.

Benefits
Although there are no foreseeable direct benefits to you it is hoped that the research will benefit others or society in general.
Alternatives to Study Participation

You can choose not to participate in this study.  Your decision to not participate will not affect the shelter services that you receive, now or in the future.

Confidentiality

All of the information you complete and share in this study will be kept confidential with the exception of reporting any physical abuse to you or others, which will be reported to the appropriate authorities.   
While every effort will be made to keep confidential all of the information you complete and share, it cannot be absolutely guaranteed. Individuals from the University of Missouri-Kansas City Institutional Review Board ( a committee that reviews and approves research studies) , Research Protections Program, and Federal regulatory agencies may look at records related to this study for quality improvement and regulatory functions.  Your identity will not be provided on the measures, tapes, or their transcriptions.  Also, all of the measures, tapes, and their transcriptions will be kept in a locked office.  The information obtained in this study may be presented at professional conferences or published in journals; however you will not be identified in any way.

In Case of Injury
The University of Missouri-Kansas City appreciates the participation of people who help it carry out its function of developing knowledge through research.  If you have any questions about the study that you are participating in you are encouraged to call (name), the investigator, at (phone number).
Although it is not the University’s policy to compensate or provide medical treatment for persons who participate in studies, if you think you have been injured as a result of participating in this study, please call the IRB Administrator of UMKC’s Social Sciences Institutional Review Board at 816-235-1764.
Questions
If you have any questions about this study at any time, you may contact Dr. Smith at the University of Missouri-Kansas City, School of Education 5100 Rockhill, Kansas City, MO 64110 or you may phone her at 816-235-1234, or e-mail her at researcher@umkc.edu and she will be happy to answer any of your questions.

Authorization

By signing your name below, you are indicating that (1) you have read this form, (2) you agree to participate in this study, (3)  you have received a copy of this consent form, and (4)  you agree to have the information you share in the study be used for the stated research purposes.

Printed Name of the Participant  ______________________________________

Signature of the Participant  __________________________________________

Date_______________________________

Printed Name of the Investigator  ______________________________________

Signature of the Investigator  ____________________________________________
Version Date:  7/25/04
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